[The value of the free external brachial flap in surgery of the hand].
The lateral brachial flap is a septo-cutaneous flap raised from the lateral surface of the arm. It is a thin and reliable flap with a neurovascular pedicle and its donor site can be self-closing in the case of small flaps. The authors report six cases of closure of hand defects by means of this flap, including one case of emergency repair. Due to its simplicity, the lateral brachial flap now constitutes one of the alternatives for cover of hand defects and its pedicled version may be useful cover of the elbow region.